These editions of International Anesthesiology Clinics are dedicated to quality improvement in anaesthesia and provide us with the current 'state of the art' of quality management principles and practice.
Volume 1 explores the theme that any anaesthesia department or practice group requires an organised quality-improvement program, why this is necessary and what the core components are. The section on regulatory requirements are US-based (although the principles apply universally) and reflect the ever-increasing complexity of regulation that is now required. This brings with it the need to understand and use data better. Good explanations of the complex clinical business intelligence requirements currently needed are well documented. Although the chapter is again US-centric, it reflects that the 'burden of compliance' we are all too familiar with is an international issue for us as specialist anaesthetists that we must understand and incorporate in our everyday practice. For those clinical directors who may be interested, the chapter on using data in future models of care reflects the increasing complexity and balance needed for an anaesthesia clinical service to work effectively. Concepts probably not familiar to many anaesthetists are also discussed (e.g. Lean and Six Sigma).
A chapter on outcome measures and risk adjustment reads well and is well referenced. Those on clinical error, evolution of checklists, clinical dashboards and ensuring safety in the operating room are all succinct and well structured with current citations and provide a good 'executive summary' of the current state.
This Volume is easily readable and clearly presents the definitions of 'quality management', its role in healthcare and what the components of a quality management program in anaesthesia are. It is well referenced with clear presentation. As the author states, it's the "nuts and bolts" for setting up a quality management program.
Volume 2 is more detailed and looks at the US experience with anaesthesia clinical registries, clinical outcomes and incident reporting systems. The chapter on the use of anaesthesia information management systems and data in quality management discusses the features of such systems that have become indispensible for quality and safety practices in anaesthesia practice. The characteristics Book reviews of a high-performing anaesthesia practice and what roles anaesthesia and perioperative medical incident monitoring play in facilitating quality management efforts is also well presented. Those readers who require more in-depth information on areas such as practice organisation, effective leadership, patient satisfaction and fiscal responsibility will find such detail in this Volume. It may not be for everyone and would be most beneficial for clinical directors establishing or managing quality management programs.
The chapter on error provides a good summary on types of error and the faults in cognition that lead to error during anaesthesia. Interestingly, the chapter on global anaesthesia crises touches on the "global outreach" aspect of anaesthesia and the application of the quality and safety management concepts in low-and middle-income countries. As trauma is expected to be one of the leading causes of mortality by 2020 in these nations (as estimated by the World Health Organization), this impacts on surgical delivery and necessitates the development of safe and reliable anaesthesia in these countries.
These two volumes serve as a good reference in a teaching department. To get the most out of them, it would be important to understand the current Australian National Safety and Quality Health Service Standards, as these provide our nationally consistent statement of the level of care expected from health service providers in Australia.
M. W. Skinner
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Oxford Specialist Handbooks in Anaesthesia: Vascular Anaesthesia. J Thompson, S Howell & R Telford (eds.). Oxford: Oxford University Press. ISBN 978-0-19-959442-9; pp 576, $92.95 approx.
The handbook Vascular
Anaesthesia is a first-edition text published in 2014. Although small in page size, it is actually quite an extensive textbook, with over 500 pages and 11 chapters. This handbook attempts to cover a wide range of topics such as epidemiology of vascular disease, anatomy and physiology, preoperative evaluation and intraand postoperative management. As such, it attempts to cover the 'perioperative medicine' approach to vascular anaesthesia. The style
